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Crime in Columbia: 2024 in Review
In 2024, reported part I crimes are down 9% when compared to 2023.  Property Crimes were 1

down 9% and violent crimes were down 8%. Other notable reductions include auto breaking 
down 25% and motor vehicle theft down 23%. However, the most dramatic reduction was with 
the number of people shot, down 40%, compared to the previous year. Gun violence and our 
crime reduction strategies are discussed in greater detail in the next section of this document.

Local and National Trends in Gun Violence 

In 2024, Columbia experienced a significant decrease in gun violence. The 
city recorded only 51 fatal and non-fatal shootings—a 40% reduction from 
the previous year—marking the lowest annual total in over a decade.   2

 This decline is part of a steady downward trend that has persisted for more 
than two years.

Following 2020, Columbia, like many cities across the country, saw a sharp 
increase in gun violence. However, that surge peaked in May 2022, and by 
the end of 2023, average monthly shooting incidents had returned to levels 
similar to those in 2019. The downward trend continued throughout 2024, 
leading to a substantial reduction in shootings—the lowest since 2014.

Notably, 13 neighborhoods that experienced shootings in 2023 reported zero incidents in 2024. 
Two neighborhoods saw particularly dramatic declines: Pinehurst, which had six shootings in 
2023, and Windermere, which had five—both recorded zero shootings in 2024. However, seven 
neighborhoods that had no shootings in 2023 experienced a single incident in 2024. Overall, 
there was a 20% reduction in the number of neighborhoods affected by gun violence.

Gun violence also appeared to decline in many cities across the U.S. in 2024. Since there is no 
centralized, real-time national database for gun violence statistics, CPD collects data from 14 
other law enforcement agencies that publish their figures publicly.  Our analysis shows that 12 3

of these agencies reported a decrease in shootings compared to 2023. However, only 43% have 
returned to pre-2020 levels. Columbia's decline in shooting incidents, relative to 2019, was 
among the largest in the sample, second only to Baltimore. While Columbia’s dramatic decline in 
gun violence mirrors national level trends, it also out-performs national level trends to the extent 
we understand them at this time.

 Preliminary numbers based on current NIBRS reporting and validations.1

 Two standard deviations lower than the average number of shootings in Columbia between 2014 and 2

2023.

 Richland County Sheriff’s Department which shares gun violence data directly with CPD.3
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New Gun Violence Mitigation Efforts in 2024

Reducing gun violence has been a longstanding priority for the Columbia Police Department. 
Over the years, CPD has implemented a variety of programs and partnerships to combat gun-
related crime, including Ceasefire Columbia, the partnership with Serve & Connect, the Crime 
Gun Intelligence Unit, ShotSpotter deployment, and the Real-Time Crime Center. In addition to 
these initiatives, our officers engage in daily efforts—both large and small—to address gun 
violence. These range from rapid, life-saving responses to shootings and community trust-
building efforts to street crime and drug suppression operations.

While these ongoing efforts continued in 2024, two newly implemented strategies are worth 
highlighting here: the establishment of a dedicated investigative unit focused on homicide and 
attempted murder cases and the implementation of a place-based crime reduction intervention.

New Investigative Unit for Violent Crimes

Each shooting inflicts significant harm on the 
social fabric of our community, and 
identifying and prosecuting offenders is a 
crucial step toward healing. In 2022, CPD was 
accepted into the National Case Closed 
Project (NCCP), a federally funded initiative 
designed to help law enforcement agencies 
improve clearance rates for fatal and non-fatal 
shootings. While the NCCP team commended 
CPD for its strengths—particularly in police-
community relations and investigator training
—it also provided recommendations to 
enhance investigative outcomes.

To implement these recommendations, CPD 
established a specialized violent crime 
investigations unit in 2024, dedicated 
exclusively to homicide and attempted homicide cases, most of which involve firearms. This 
specialized unit enables investigators to focus more intently on these critical cases, following 
research-supported best practices. The unit achieved a 100% clearance rate for homicide cases 
in 2024, the highest in five years and significantly above the national average of approximately 
60%.   4

 National-level numbers for 2024 will not be available until the fall of 2025, but the clearance rate in 4

2023 was about 57% and national murder clearance rates have been around 60% for the past decade. 

Chief Holbrook addresses attendees at the Ceasefire 
Columbia Call-in.



Place-Based Crime Reduction Strategy

CPD also successfully implemented a place-based crime prevention strategy. In Columbia, as in 
other American cities, gun violence is highly concentrated geographically. Data shows that just 
3% of Columbia’s land area accounts for approximately 40% of all shootings each year. 
Additionally, certain environmental conditions appear to facilitate gun violence.

Using geospatial analysis, CPD identified specific streets where gun violence is most prevalent 
and identified neighborhood conditions—such as blight and abandoned buildings—that 
statistically correlate with increased shootings. In response, CPD developed a place-based gun 
violence prevention plan focusing on three neighborhoods with persistently high violent crime 
rates.

For 90 days, CPD officers conducted extra high-visibility patrols on the small subset of streets 
(roughly 10% of total streets) in these neighborhoods where gun violence has historically been 
most severe. Simultaneously, City of Columbia Code Enforcement Officers focused on securing 
abandoned buildings, addressing overgrown vacant lots, and reducing blight in these areas.

The intervention produced notable reductions in crime:

• 54% decrease in reported shootings
• 34% decrease in ShotSpotter detections
• 27% decrease in serious property crimes

These reductions outperformed similar neighborhoods that did not receive the intervention. 
Weekly shooting reports in the target areas dropped to 1.6 per week, the lowest rate recorded in 
over two years.

Independent research teams from the University of 
South Carolina and the University of Texas – San 
Antonio have evaluated various aspects of the 
intervention. Preliminary findings suggest that even 
the code enforcement efforts alone resulted in a 
statistically significant decrease in certain property 
crimes. Additionally, arrests in the target 
neighborhoods declined by 40%—a common outcome 
of effective place-based crime prevention.  The 5

increase in police presence and code enforcement 
effort resulted in a reduction in both crime and 
contact with the criminal justice system in the served 
communities. 

 The control group had only a 9% reduction in arrests over the same time period.5

Officers at work in CPD’s Real-Time Crime 
Center



Current Challenges

Despite substantial progress in reducing gun violence, several challenges remain.

• Juvenile Victimization: While overall shootings declined by 40% in 2024, juvenile 
shooting victimization did not decrease. In fact, the number of juvenile victims increased 
slightly, with two more cases reported in 2024 than in 2023. As a result, juveniles 
accounted for 22% of all shooting victims, a historically high proportion.

• Fatal vs. Non-Fatal Shootings: Non-fatal shootings have declined at a faster rate than 
fatal shootings. While fatal shootings have decreased, they have not yet returned to the 
average levels seen between 2014 and 2018.

• Gun Violence Hotspots: Gun violence remains highly concentrated, with the same 3% 
of Columbia’s land area accounting for 49% of all shootings in 2024.

Additionally, South Carolina’s Constitutional Carry law took effect on March 7, 2024, altering 
firearm possession regulations. While the law eliminated the permit requirement for concealed 
carry, it also expanded the list of offenses that disqualify individuals from firearm possession. As 
a result, the impact of this law on gun violence remains uncertain.

CPD has closely monitored firearm seizures since the law’s enactment. In the 10 months 
following implementation, gun seizures decreased by 9%, averaging five fewer guns seized per 
month (a reduction from 63.4 to 57.7 monthly seizures). However, there has been no clear 
increase in gun violence since the law went into effect. CPD will continue assessing its impact 
as more data becomes available.

Continued Focus

The dramatic reduction in gun violence in Columbia throughout 2024 reflects both sustained and 
newly implemented efforts by CPD. However, challenges such as juvenile victimization, fatal 
shootings, and the persistent concentration of gun violence in certain areas must remain a focus. 
CPD remains committed to refining its strategies, enhancing community partnerships, and 
leveraging data-driven solutions to ensure continued progress in the fight against gun violence.  

Unsheltered Homeless

Our unsheltered homeless population continues to present challenges for law enforcement and 
other public safety agencies. The unsheltered homeless population is estimated well above 1,000 
people in Columbia.  Each day CPD officers, augmented by Allied Security officers, complete 6

approximately 60 property checks to address complaints received from our residents and 

 The number of unsheltered homeless is derived from CPD's RMS reporting data that includes incident 6

reports, arrest reports and field interviews.




business owners about vagrancy and loitering in the Elmwood Ave./ Downtown corridor. The 
number of property checks in this area alone totaled 14,906 in 2024.

Operation Hope and Order is an ongoing initiative undertaken in the Elmwood Ave/Downtown 
corridor to reduce criminal activity and quality of life issues involving the unsheltered. In 2024, 
officers made 457 arrests (284 custodial; 173 non custodial) and completed over 1100 field 
interviews and reports. CPD officers also transported 1,190 unsheltered homeless persons to 
Rapid Shelter Columbia and the RSC Inclement Weather Overflow facility. Our Pathways 
Mental Health Team responded to 1150 calls for service and made 113 referrals for persons in 
need of mental health services. Additionally, the CPD Code Enforcement Division responded to 
and cleaned up 43unsafe and unsanitary urban camping sites associated with the homeless.

Calls for Service (CFS) Reduction Initiative

In 2024, several steps were taken to reduce the number of police  responses to some non-
emergency calls for service. The CFS categories include: non-violent mental health transports, 
alarms, animal complaints, and non-injury collisions on private property.

Utilizing trained civilians for transporting nonviolent mental health patients reduced calls 
requiring an officer by 48%. Mid-year implementation of new false alarm software supported by 
an updated false alarm ordinance, has already reduced alarm calls by 11.5%. Also, now we only 
respond to animal calls involving an attack or an unrestrained aggressive animal. All other 
animal related calls are handled by the COC Animal Services Division; resulting in a call 
reduction of 46%. Similarly, altering our response policy non-injury collisions on private 
property has resulted in a 56% reduction in vehicle collision reports on private property.

Looking Ahead

Although our crime reduction numbers indicate some positive trends, there remains considerable 
work to be done.  We will continue to leverage technologies and grow our Real Time Crime 
Center to support patrol operations, investigations, special events and other crime reduction 
strategies.  The COC surveillance camera project is now operating over 800 cameras in 200 
different locations.  Over the next year, we will seek to expand our camera network even more 
through connectivity partnerships with the business community.  This public and private 
partnership will create even greater efficiencies for reviewing and retrieving video digital 
evidence. Lastly, new and improved facilities, enhanced enforcement, following evidence-based 
practices, and strong community partnerships will strengthen our foundation for preventing 
crime and disorder in the City of Columbia.


